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"l'M NOT RIGHT / And l'm notnne," Sistef
Hazel lronthan Ken Block sinss on rheir
ubiquitous single "Youf Mist:ke." True, the
good-natured lead vocalisvsonswrirer is not
fine-h€'s ectatic over the success of
Chas,ng Daylight, the band! nd indie album
since 1996's Somewhere Mote Faniliat,
which €ventually went plarinum aft€r the
band signed with Univebal Records. "So far,
opting ofi Univecai was a great decision for
us," Bock says, jlst after solndcheck in
My.ie Beach, S.C, "W€ leamed a lot in rhat
p@cess, for suE, but when we took€d at
opportu.ities that ielt r'ght for u9, re decrded
the indie blte would workverywoll.,

Th€ Gainesville, Fla,, guinrer! newly
rcsumed DIY status cerrainy hasnit dimin-
ished th€ir presence at ctail of radio. The
album topped stlboard! lnternet R€cord
Sales chad in its fiEt week, and the lead single,
"Yo!r Mistake, " can be heard on AAA. Aduh
Cont€mporary and Top 40 stations acros

Inspired by then neutolnd fr6edom, ihe
bandwrcte and demoed norerhan 70songs
for rhe new atblm. rhen faced th€ notso
sinple task ofwhittli.s ihat lisr doen to 12_
Thbugh a democ.ati. proc6ss, the band
sol€cied a do2en tnal cuts that tog€ther
joufney through varyins emorions and
philosophies on a path littered with dafkne$,
"We wanted 12 so.gs that work together,
that reflect differ€.t parts ol the band, but
still reem like they belong together," Block

says. Th€ leftoveG, he says, m:y ako see th€
light ofday in the nearnnure, "There a€ so
many sonss thatwe'@ husely excited abou!
and now that we'fe indie, the lrequency
and manner in which we release music is

The impossibly catchy trio of "Your
Mistak€,' "Come Around" ard "One Love,"
showcases tle bandb soafing voalhamonies
6nd accessible, highly singable melodies.
Raw, electric suitar so os add an aggressive
ed96 to their o€anic rock sound, but
don t detract fbm their mainstream appeal,
The disc also includes two aching ballads
("Best l'll Ever Be" and "Hopeless"), along
with nore adventubls, SoLlheh bck-flavo@d

While Sister Hazel cenainly k.ows their
wayaounda me/ody, yi6 remainihe b6nd!
power .ard. The organic rockeG cover rhe
w€ ltfave ed telrhorie of love rnd longing,
but p/es6nt them with a s6nse of marurity,
self-awarene$ and emotjonal depth. "Come
ADUnd," for example, inspned by a sponta-
neous day t ip, linds value i. living in rhe
prgsent moment, "Some friends of ouE
watched the sun go down on the west coast
ol Fbnda, and nade then way to th€ east
coast in time to see the sun come up," reca ls
Bloclc the band's principal engwrirer "We
expanded on that id€a, so it's about sohoone
who! a lways ooking ahead innead of €njoyinq
what! right ihere in Lont o{rhem.

B:cked by rhythmic acoustic guirar and a

sweepi^s string section, Block! expressive
voi@ tugs ar $e headstings on "Best l,ll
Ever Be," a song :bout "the slow dearL ol
youth and lost ove," h6 says.

Songs such as the fu.k tueled "Effortl*sly"
discuss the struggle to release control and
"just be." one ol tle many issues conlronted
and .tudied by Block. "r've been a studenr of
the human condition my whole lif+ny
head! really strange! he says, lalghing.
"l know when l'o alone l'm in very bad
conpany." Block, who holds a master!
degree in psycholog, laier adds, "Over
the y€ars l've tied ro learn how to do life
bette. lwork hard attrying to connedwith
people and tryins to find better ways to
handle difficult issues-l'm taking life on

Sister Hazel has ertainly tound a way ro
mai.tain contloloftheir caEer without losing
thek i.tegrity :nd alienatins legions of
"Hazelnuts." "We edudted ouEelves as to
how this busine$ e*!," Block saF. "Tterc,s
parts or it that wod< and pa.ts that donl tit
ou. perenaliq' at all, We tned to t6ke rlre
things that work welland buid on th€m."

Tlis merhod appeE ro be a $lid one, as
ihey've ccated one of then tnest albums ro
date. "To lind that our music is siill elevant and
conn€cting wilh iistene6,+otl from :n undeF
gbund, sErcots standpoint and a radio
standpoint--.;s @ally re@'ding," B ek onffds.
"We'€ *pecialt gratetul to whe engs, sing
and play instrumenis for . livins," I


