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MULTI.INStRUMENIALIST/voca ist Frazey
Ford doesn t have to pove heEeFas a com
petent songwfirer Word+nuch like the
inve.tive aiiangements found on Chinatown,
the latest lrom The Be Good TanyaHome
Irom the hearr. wnhout pEten* or philGophicl
rambling. "We al whe from a very peenal
peGpective." Ford sats on one of lhe tnio s EE
d;ts ofl d! ng a E€nt U.K tolr 'We donl
feel lik€ we'€ skilled enoush to ealt expres
longwinded nories or snrid lyi6 or any of
that. We keep it rcally sinple."

Then lyriG may not €ad like a Faulkner
novel, blt they re far trom shallow Whether
they'€ noticing tLe drus dealor aDund ihe
@her mourning the loss of a pet or eqrettins
a bfoken rebrionship, the sophomore
albom's seven oiginals invite us io sow
down, take a deep bearh of fresh an and
savor the p@sent mone.t.

"lt's Not Happening," introduc€s the
sweet throe-pa.t h.rmonies and acoustic
meodies ot Fod, Samantha Parton and Irish
Klein, who share glitar and mardolin duties
while adding individual touches of banjo,
hamonica and ukllee, Tho roling, up-
teopo song aiso addresses the frantic pa@
of todayk socie9. "l was driving aound in
traffic with [a friend], and thi! person was so
bu.y and iust seened so lost and removed
f.om rcality," Ford says. 1 know it! clich6,
but lthink h! true that we miss what s goi.g
on in ourlives becaure we keep ours€lv€s on

Sometimes our hectic lives keep us fDm
noticing the events in olr own backyard, as
evidenced inrhe la^guid "Junkie Sons." "Fil
up our da'€ wnh so much disiraction / lt
makes it easier not to see what we don't want
to," Fod sings, her voice wrapping soultult
aDund eacn word, while Ou Dara's loney
cornet solo adds a sophisticated touch to the
spaae suharmandolin anangement.

The gblps songwritins and composing
skills have matur€d since their 2002 Nettwerk
debut, alle Horses, resuhing in a focBed
blend of dusty old-time country gospel-blues

and folk, "You ent help but change 6nd
grow over tide, and when you do. your ideas
get a ittl€ mo€ completi" Ford says, "The
ri6t lalbuml w6s completely innocent. This
tine aound w6 had more experience and .
better ide. of wh.t we w6nted,

The group gained enough studjo knowl-
edge to sellproduce thon follow-up, though
Ford admits th* $eir responsibilities didnl
chang€ much. "Basielly, we went through
the same proc*s except that all the final
de.isions wee ouB," she says. "lPrcduced
seems like such an unn€Gsarytitle, because
it! just sort of a natural ihing that we do in
ihe studio, We set the sou.ds w€ want and
the aiiangements we {ant, so to have a thl€
torou6ovesorsomeone elstsit justdoesn t
€ally slit the way w6 so about things. "

The new. but not all ihat difierent, recording
pEcs did afo'd then ext6 time to op€nment
witn public domain wotu such as "Rowdy

Blues" and the chilling "l Wsh My Baby Was
Bon, a sons Ford picked up from liddler

The sroup doesnl exacdy study sheet
music before readanqing a vaditional
song- Instead, they let the so.g evolve
naturally overrime. "lt's kind of an organic
thing,' Ford say!. "l miqht hear a song
somewhero, and maybe a week later ihe
sons seis sruck in my head, and jusr start
singing it, We might play a song for: year,
and eventually it taker on your form
because it's coming through you, and you
were drawn to it becalse it allows you to
express somethi.g thats realfor you or the
band. lt's really kind of.aiural. like a story
thai geis pa$ed down."

Townes Van Zandt's "Waiting A.ou.d to
Di6' becomes even more haunti^g when
expre$ed thrcugh The Be cood Tanyas'
rclling banjo .nd steady percusio., Th€
trio also breathes new life inio cla$ic.u.h
as Led Z€ppelin's "ln lvy Time of Dying'
andtheAn imals ' "Hooseof theRis i .gSun, "
as w€ll as Pete Rowa.'s "Midnight

List€ning to the new :lbum, one can
almost im.gine Ford, Pa.ton and Kl€in
gath€red in someone's living room,engaged
in a late-night jam se$ion on a fainy
Vancouver nighl rhe album tak* hs name
liom the histonc neighbo ood in which $ey
live. "Whe€ we live is the heart," Ford eys.
She oudn't be more nght. a


